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Study shows plagiarism went up in ’07-08
ANDREA FRAINIER and SELMA SKOKIC
Staff Writers

Incidences of both cheating and
plagiarism increased slightly last academic year from the year before, according to a recent statistical report
released by the university.
During the 2007-08 academic year,
a total of 212 violations of the Academic Integrity Policy were filed with
the Office of Student Conduct and
Ethical Development. According to a

news release issued by the Director of
Student Conduct and Ethical Development, 65 of the incidents involved
cheating and 147 involved plagiarism.
The news release stated that the
College of Engineering had the highest number of reported cases of violations while the College of Applied Sciences and Arts had the lowest.
Sigurd Meldal, the chair of the Academic Senate, said violations of the
Academic Integrity Policy have not

gone up, but faculty has been better at
reporting incidents.
“It’s easier to plagiarize and easier
to catch,” Meldal said.
With new tools, such as Turnitin.
com, it’s easier for faculty to catch plagiarism than it has been in the past,
Meldal said.
Turnitin.com helps prevent plagiarism by having students submit their
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SJSU alumni Gary Silver (left) and Mary Ellen inspect a 1:25 scale model of Filippo Brunelleschi’s dome of the
Cathedral of Florence during an early tour of “Leonardo: 500 Years into the Future” at the Tech Museum of Innovation on Sept. 15.

Centuries later, Leonardo da Vinci’s innovations still produce such captivating material that curators can’t
get enough. San Jose’s Tech Museum of Innovation is scheduled to spill the da Vinci code on Saturday.
The Spartan Daily offers a taste of what to expect from the era that is now reborn. SEE PAGE 10

2003’s laptop initiative still not catching on
MARCOS BLANCO
Staff Writer

The laptop initiative at SJSU, which
began as the Wireless Laptop Pilot Project in 2003, has yet to draw full support
from students and faculty on campus.
One concern several people have
with the initiative is that certain departments are requiring students to
have laptops with them as added instruction materials.
“I don’t think it should be required,”
said Wai Ki Chan, an accounting ma-

jor. “A lot of people can’t afford them
right now. Having more classroom
computers would be fair.”
Howe Wang, an industrial design
major, said he believes the laptop initiative should be applicable only in
certain departments.
“It should be required for classes
like graphic design or computer science,” he said.
Wang said that students being required to have laptops would be convenient and faster for taking notes, but

Zero-emission
car factory
plants
in San Jose Getting the tastes of hunger:

that they would be distracted doing
things other than work.
“They’ll be stuck playing games,”
Wang said.
Stefan Doser, a mechanical engineering major, said that the initiative doesn’t
lend itself well to certain subjects.
“In any math or science class, you
shouldn’t really have to have a laptop,” he
said. “Pencil and paper work just fine.”
When asked whether he would
support a decision for his department
to require students to have laptops,

Doser said, “Absolutely not. Using a
laptop isn’t really efficient in the engineering department.”
In addition to the problem of laptops not being applicable to specific
departments, cost is another factor
the faculty and students are taking
into account.
Lydia Ortega, the chair of the department of economics, said the initiative
hasn’t evolved to the point that the ben-
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Bureau chief talks war on terror,
Students celebrate end of fast news with students, community
RIE NAKANISHI
Staff Writer

SJSU Muslim and non-Muslim
students gathered in the University
Room in the Student Union Wednesday night and broke their fast for
a Ramadan charity event, “Fast-AThon,” held by the SJSU Muslim Students Association.
“The event was actually to raise
awareness about the month of Ramadan and fasting, and also to raise money for Islamic Relief and donate that
to orphans,” said Omar Mutwakil, the
president of the association.
The event encouraged participants
in advance to fast from 5 a.m. to sunset for one day, whether they were

Muslim or non-Muslim.
“I just wanted to see, even though
it’s just a one-day experience for me,
what’s behind fasting,” said Latu
Tapaatoutai, a senior history major
and a non-Muslim student.
She said that on Wednesday
morning, she woke up before 5 a.m.,
drank a lot of water and ate a bowl
of cereal to prepare for her one-day
fasting experience.
“With the overall fasting, I sure
learned about not just the Muslim culture but what it’s like to not have that
security of a meal everyday, or even water. I think a lot of students should get
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RYAN BUCHAN
Staff Writer

Journalist Robert Fisk spoke
about the American and British governments’ actions in the Middle East
and the decline of newspapers in a
discussion at the SJSU Engineering Auditorium on Wednesday to a
crowd of more than 200 people.
“He says it like it is. It’s his opinion, whether we like it or not,” said
Hatim Qutob, a mechanical engineering graduate student. “He is an
eloquent speaker.”
Fisk discussed the war on terror
and said it is failing to solve problems.
“If you saw what I saw, you would
know there is no such thing as a just

war,” Fisk said, “and never support a
war for any reason.”
Fisk said he does not think that either presidential candidate will solve
the problems in the Middle East, and
also criticized journalists for not asking the right questions and challenging authorities.
“It’s the truth you don’t see from
the mainstream media,” said Sheri
Amiri, a San Jose resident. “Hopefully,
there will be more like Robert Fisk.”
When Sept. 11 occurred, Fisk
said, nobody asked why it happened.
Instead, members of the media asked
how it happened and who did it.
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FAST Students donated money to help orphans around the world

more engaged,” Tapaatoutai said.
Around 7 p.m. when the sun
went down, students broke their
fast by eating dates, a sweet,
dried fruit.
“It’s wonderful,” said Maljan
Sazei, a senior chemical engineering major and a Muslim student
from Germany, of breaking his fast
with his friends and many others.
“It’s like dinner with family.”
For the event, the Muslim
Students Association invited
a special guest speaker, Munir
Iqtish, a development coordina-

tor for the northwest region of
Islamic Relief.
“I know that we enjoyed the
meal we ate, but I want to share
with you that there are … people
in Africa (who) don’t have money to eat,” Iqtish said.
Islamic Relief is an international charity organization dedicated to support and help those
who are suffering, hungry, poor,
illiterate and sick, regardless
of their skin color, religion or
race. And it is cooperating with
Muslim student organizations

throughout the nation to raise
funds for those in need.
“For us as Muslims, we believe
as a part of our faith to give those
who are less fortunate,” Iqtish
said. “We fast, we find it difficult.
Every day is the same to them.”
At the end of his speech,
Iqtish encouraged people
to donate to Islamic Relief.
Through donations from students, the event raised about
$570, Mutwakil said, which will
be donated to orphans around
the world.

“It was emotional,” Mutwakil
said of the speech. “People were
touched by it and (it) made people see what’s happening in other
parts of the world.”
Tapaatoutai said that after experiencing fasting, she realized
that there are strong connections
between fasting in Ramadan and
mercy and blessing toward people
who are suffering. “What we need
to do as people is to help those who
are in need and those who are oppressed,” she said. “I do have great
appreciation for those who fast.”
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EVENTS CALENDAR

TODAY

Vocal Recital

Layna Chianaka a Mezzo-Soprano
and Daniel Lockhart on the piano.
12:30 to 1:15 p.m. in the
Music Building Concert Hall.
Contact professor Joan
Stubbs at 924-4649.

Counseling
Services
The Sophomore &
Junior Experience
Workshop
Learn things that you can do
now as a sophomore and junior
that will put you ahead in the
long run.
2:30 p.m. in Adm. 269.
Contact Veronica Mendoza at
veronica.mendoza@sjsu.edu.

Golden Key
International
Honour Society
presents
“Communicating
Better”
Come learn about how to become
a better communicator. Ted M.
Coopman, a professor from the
Communications Department,

will lecture on a variety of topics.
Conversation tips for shy people,
nonverbal signals and how to
start a quality conversation with
someone you don’t know are just
a few possible topics Dr. Coopman will be lecturing about.
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the
Student Union.
Contact Lohrie Arruiza
atlohriea@yahoo.com.

Bible Study
Acts 2 Christian Fellowship
has weekly Bible studies on
Thursdays.
7 p.m. in the Guadalupe Room.
Contact Justin at jfoon1@yahoo.com or (415) 786-9873.

26

FRIDAY

Money
Management for
Students
Come and see how M&Ms can
put the jingle back in
your pockets.
1:30 p.m. in Clark Hall 118.
Contact Veronica Mendoza at
veronica.mendoza@sjsu.edu

Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and staff members.
The deadline for entries is noon, three working days before the desired publication
date. Space restrictions may require editing of submission. Entries are printed in
the order in which they are received. Submit entries online at thespartandaily.com
or in writing at DBH 209.

Students and participants of the Fast-a-Thon bend over to pray before having their meals,
after breaking their fast for Ramadan.

FISK Also spoke about fate of the newspaper business
He also discussed the problems with the roots of journalism, such as giving fair, neutral
coverage. He said he does not
favor giving one half of the coverage to one side of an issue, then
giving the other half to the opposing view.
“We as journalists should be
unbiased and neutral for the side
that is suffering,” Fisk said.
During the Civil War, he said,
media would not devote half of
their coverage to the view of the
people enslaving Africans, and
during World War II, media would
not devote half to the Nazis.
“We wish most young jour-

nalists would follow in his footsteps,” said Muna Sou, an East
Bay resident.
Fisk also spoke about why circulation of newspapers is declining. He said that struggling publications are not giving people the
information they desire, forcing
people to look elsewhere to find
information.
“People should come to the
Middle East and see it with their
own eyes,” Fisk said. “Then they
will know what to make of the
newspaper.”
Fisk is an award-winning journalist, who has been honored as
the British Press Awards’ Interna-

Robert Fisk (left), an award-winning journalist and author, signs
books for Steve Francis (center) and John Williams (right) after a
speech at the Engineering Auditorium.

tional Journalist of the Year seven
times. He has written multiple
books and works as the Middle
East bureau chief for the Independent newspaper in London.
Fisk currently lives in Beirut,
the capital city of Lebanon.
“I like his first-person account
because he actually lives in the
Middle East,” said Charley Abboud, a senior computer engineering major.
The event was sponsored by
the SJSU department of anthropology, the SJSU Cesar Chavez
Community Action Center, the
San Jose Peace and Justice Center and South Bay Mobilization.

CARLOS A. MORENO / Spartan Daily
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LAPTOP

‘It has to make a substantial
benefit, not a little benefit,’
department chair says
efits outweigh the cost of buying
laptop and the inconvenience of
carrying a laptop around.
“It has to make a substantial benefit, not a little benefit,”
she said. “The mandates don’t
always reflect the cost of the
individual. I get upset when we
mandate rules when it’s only
possible benefits and they don’t
incorporate cost.”
Ortega said students should
decide if bringing a laptop
to a class will be beneficial
for them.
“Some of these things can’t
be mandated,” she said. “We let
the students make the decision.”
The project’s goal was to

The Pilipino Club practices the “groundhog” for the Friendship Tournament on the Tower Lawn.
Forty different schools participate in the tournament for recreation.

Green conference,
former vice president
come to San Jose
ALLIE FIGURES
Staff Writer

West Coast Green, a threeday event that opens today at
San Jose McEnery Convention
Center, is the largest environmentally friendly version of the
typical home and garden show
in the country, according to
its Web site.
The conference has grown
into an event where the latest in
environmental technology and
innovation are showcased.
Former vice president Al
Gore is scheduled to be a keynote speaker on Saturday.
The conference will provide
a chance for networking among
businesses and homeowners,
consulting for inventors and entrepreneurs, previewing products set to go on the market and
a facility for resting and relaxing.
“I see West Coast Green catalyzing a full-scale market conversion,” said Kristi Graham, the
conference founder and executive producer.
Geared toward homeowners, businesses, designers and
contractors, West Coast Green
brought its largest show ever to
San Jose in an attempt to join
forces with the Silicon Valley’s
clean technology vision, according to its Web site.
West Coast Green’s choice of
venue is fitting because San Jose
was given the “Flex Your Power”
award in 2002, and the “Solar
City” award for having the most
solar installations in the Bay Area
in 2007, according to the city’s
green vision Web site.
Mayor Chuck Reed proclaimed his intentions to make
San Jose the clean technology
capital of the world in his inaugural address as mayor. Reed’s

green vision for the city included several goals for the next 15
years, such as converting waste
to energy, creating 25,000 clean
technology jobs, reducing the
city’s energy use and recycling
wastewater, according to the
city’s green vision Web site.
The main exhibit for the event
is the pre-fabricated home designed by SG Blocks made from
shipping containers called the
Harbinger, the conference Web
site states.
The house’s features include
two bedrooms, two bathrooms, a
balcony and outdoor kitchen, according to the convention’s Web
site. A monitor is built into the
Harbinger to calculate the resident’s carbon footprint.
According to Sustainable Industries, an online green business magazine, the West Coast
Green conference doesn’t turn
a profit and relies on sponsorsubsidized ticket prices to fund
the event. The cost for three-day
tradeshow admissions, excluding
the keynote speakers, is $45 presale and $65 onsite.
Former vice president Al
Gore is scheduled to be a keynote speaker on Saturday, and attendees will be charged an extra
$84 to hear his speech.
Gore wrote the bestselling
book and Academy Awardwinning documentary, “An Inconvenient Truth,” and was the
co-recipient for the Nobel Peace
Prize in 2007.
Also in 2007, Gore helped organize the first “Live Earth: the
Concerts for a Climate in Crisis.”
According to the concert’s
Web site, the event was hosted in
132 countries on all seven continents, reaching an audience of
two billion people.

DEREK SIJDER / Spartan Daily

have SJSU become a leader in
improving teaching and learning through the utilization of
technology, according to an
article by Mary Fran Breiling,
director of the Wireless Laptop
Pilot Project, in 2004.
Ortega said she can’t predict
how to improve the laptop initiative so that more students
and faculty are willing to welcome it, but that professors are
looking for ways to effectively
educate students.
One of those ways is to use
computer labs and online tutorials, Ortega said.
“It’s a discovery process,”
she said.
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Cheating vs. Plagiarism

Cheating

2002 through 2008
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100

Plagiarism

75
50
2002-03

2003-04

2004-05

2005-06

ACADEMIC
SANCTIONS
2007-08 school year

Cheating
No credit on assignment 49%
or exam
“F” in the course
No credit for the course
“F” on the assignment
No Action
Other*

49%
15%
1.5%
4.6%
26%

Plagiarizing
30%
30%
16%
17%
14%
17%

*Includes Re-do, warning and lowered grade on the course, assignment or exam

ADMINISTRATIVE
DISCIPLINARY
SANCTIONS
Probation*
Warnings
Dismissed
Other**

44%
31%
13%
12%

*Includes Probation with Reflective Paper and/or Writing Center
**Includes Cases still pending, no action, counseling and a suspension

2006-07

2007-08

CHEATING
written work through its Web
site, and then generate reports
that display the work alongside
any matching sources. This report allows educators to recognize any incidents of plagiarism.
“I think Turnitin.com works
pretty well with catching plagiarism,” said Kamen Jekov, a junior
mechanical engineering major.
“Sometimes it works a little too
well in catching something that I
didn’t mean to plagiarize.”
Barbara Conry, the interim
dean of the College of Applied
Sciences and Arts, said professors need to tell students at the
beginning of classes that there are
consequences when you cheat.
“I think one thing that is very
important is for instructors and
professors to address the issue of
academic integrity at the beginning of class,” Conry said. “They
are here to facilitate the process
of learning and mentor them. In
CASA, we all have partnerships
in the community through internships, and we are not going

to send a student to go out and
do an internship if they don’t
have integrity.”
At the beginning of the academic school year, the university
emphasized the importance of
ethics through the annual Academic Integrity Week, an attempt
to teach students the importance
of academic honesty.
“If you cheat your whole way
through college, you’re not going to know what you’re talking
about,” said Jeanette Villanueva,
a senior psychology major.
She said that some students
might plagiarize by accident if
they do not know how to cite
their sources properly, but that
students should know how to
attribute sources at this point in
their college career.
“You get out of school what
you put into it. If you’re going to
cheat, what’s the point?” said Jessica Paredes, a graduate student
in nutrition.
“I think (cheating is) despicable,” she added.
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Eco-friendly motor company comes to San Jose
RYAN BUCHAN
Staff Writer

Tesla Motors, a producer of
zero-emission cars, announced
its plans last week to build a
factory and business offices in
North San Jose.
The plant is expected to bring
in 1,000 jobs, said Rachel Konrad,
a Tesla Motors spokeswoman.
“I think it is a great opportunity for the students here at San
Jose State University,” said Randy
Floresca, a senior mechanical engineering major and president of the
SJSU chapter of the Society of Automotive Engineers International.
“Definitely need to take advantage
of something like this, especially
the engineering students.”

Tesla currently produces the
Roadster, a sports car, and is looking to produce a sedan called the
Model S in its new facility. Tesla
cars run on a lithium-ion battery
pack, and travel more than 200
miles on a single charge.
“I think it’s great on a number
of levels,” said Bruce Olszewski,
an environmental studies lecturer and director of the Center
for Development of Recycling.
“It’s a statement of the strength
of our interest, and it’s an economic statement of the strength
of alternative fuels in the market.
… Secondly, of course, it is great
for the local economy because it
will create jobs for the city and
surrounding area.”

The factory should also help the
city by bringing a larger tax base to
the city, said Terry Christensen, a
professor of political science.
“It’s a good thing for San Jose,”
he said. “Every city wants jobs
and tax base, and these are good
jobs – jobs that will pay well, and
it supplements the property tax
base and sales tax base.”
Konrad said Tesla plans to
break ground next summer on the
new building. First, they would
construct the assembly line factory to build cars, and then it would
set up its corporate offices.
The planned location is near
Highway 237 and Zanker Road.
“It’s in an industrial location
that (the city of San Jose) have

been trying to get a business into
for quite a while,” Christensen
said. “So it sort of fills a gap for
San Jose in terms of land use.”
Mayor Chuck Reed listed on
his Web site that his goal is to create 25,000 clean technology jobs.
“San Jose and the Silicon Valley has become the Detroit of the
1950s,” Olszewski said. “What is
different between now and being
a Detroit, we are talking about
clean energy and we are talking
about Silicon Valley being a center of innovation.”
Tesla Motors had multiple locations it was considering to build
a plant. San Jose beat out Vacaville
and New Mexico, Konrad said.
“Primarily because of the

huge talent pool of engineers and
technology,” Konrad said.
She said that the San Jose location would be closer to the current staffs’ homes than its current
location in San Carlos.
“It’s going to revolutionize
the way that cars work and it’s
all starting here,” said Eric Stackpole, a senior mechanical engineering major.
Tesla was thinking of New
Mexico because of its cheaper
land and labor, but Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger offered tax incentives to bring it to California,
Konrad said.
“Gov. Schwarzenegger gave an
incentive package and a very persuasive discussion,” Konrad said.

The Mercury News reported
that Gov. Schwarzenegger is on the
waiting list to purchase a Tesla car.
Tesla already offers internships to students and has given
jobs to students who have been
part of the internship program,
Konrad said.
Konrad said that as the company moves to San Jose and expands, there should be more internships offered.
“It’s a good place because
there are a lot of interested engineers who want to work there,”
said Johanna Knudsen, a senior
mechanical engineer and member of the Society of Mechanical Engineers. “I wouldn’t mind
working there.”

BLOG
NEWS BLOG and
SPORTS BLOG
Follow the Spartan Daily

spartandailynews.wordpress.com or

Go to spartandailysports.wordpress.com

The Tesla Roadster is currently the only car produced by the motor company. The company intends to
produce a sedan at its new plant in San Jose.

Courtesy of Tesla Motors
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Cycling club gears
up for weekend trek
RICHARD STERN
Staff Writer

Every Tuesday at 7 p.m.,
members of SJFixed, a group
of bicyclists, gather in front of
the SJSU Event Center for a
weekly ride through the streets
of San Jose.
“We started SJFixed with five
riders and last week had a record
57 people riding with us,” said
Mark Cosio, a senior marketing
major. “The group that rides on
Tuesdays has men and women
of varying levels of fitness,
but we all come together for a
group ride.”
The “fixed” in SJFixed means
fixed gear, a term that describes
a bike that doesn’t have the ability to coast.
The pedals move in the
same direction as the rear
wheel whenever the rear wheel
is moving.
Riders can go forward or
backward, but the pedals are
always moving when the bike
is moving.
“A basic bike starts at around
$350,” he added. “But, an older

cool. You can come out and be
friends with 50 to 60 people. It is
definitely a good environment.”
One person who said they
enjoy the environment is Tina
Truong, a senior at Heald College in San Jose.
“I had a friend who had ridden fixed gear for around five
years and that is how I got into
it,” Truong said. “It excited me.”
Truong rides a frame that
her grandfather raced “back in
the day.” She changed the wheel
set to ride fixed gear.
“Riding is therapy for me,”
she added. “When I have a bad
day, I jump on my bike to clear
my head and it makes me feel a
lot better.”
On Sunday, SJFixed plans
to do one of their biggest rides
of the year: San Francisco to
San Jose.
“We leave from the Diridon
Station (65 Cahill Street) at 9
a.m. and get to San Francisco at
around 11 a.m. and start heading
back before noon,” Cosio said.
“It is about a 65- to-70-mile
ride, but it is completely flat,”

“SJFixed has really grown because on a
lot of other fixed gear forums, there is
an elitist attitude. Everyone on SJFixed
is cool. You can come out and be friends
with 50 to 60 people. It is definitely
a good environment.”
MARK COSIO

senior marketing major

SJSU’s Hiroki Akiyama (left) heads the ball away from Jalil Anibaba.
JOEY AKELEY
Staff Writer

When Efrain Burgos Jr. made
contact with the ball, he knew it
was going in.
Burgos’ shot from past midfield sailed right over Santa
Clara goalie Jeremy Del Re’s outstretched arms for an unimaginable goal in the SJSU men’s soccer
team’s 1-1 tie against Santa Clara
Wednesday.
“The goalie had been coming out a lot, and on that play
he was a little off his line and
I just wanted to try a shot and
test him,” Burgos said. “Right as
I shot the ball and I saw the way
the ball was spinning, I knew it
was going in.”
The goal did not surprise
SJSU head coach Gary St. Clair.
“I thought about halfway
there, it had a good chance,” St.
Clair said. “Then I looked at the
goalkeeper and I saw the panic
and I have seen that before.
At some point the goalkeeper
knows he’s in big trouble.”
Burgos’ goal came early, in the
19th minute of the second half,

which gave the Spartans a 1-0 lead.
The Spartans had several opportunities to gain a two-goal advantage. Minutes after the goal,
Spartan midfielder Robert Jackson executed a give-and-go with
Burgos, earning Jackson a shot
from point blank. Del Re was up
to the challenge this time, making
the save. On the next chance, Burgos cross-connected with Jackson, but Jackson nearly missed
the ball. Right defenseman Boya
Kaar took control of the ball but
his shot missed the net, sailing
to the left.
Moments later, Stephen Cordova’s nifty pass went to Brian
McGuire, who had a breakaway.
Del Re sprinted out to him
and stopped his initial shot, but
the rebound deflected to the
side. McGuire got to it and his
angled shot went just wide.
“We missed a couple of chances,” St. Clair said. “Boya and Brian had a couple of chances in the
second half that would have put
the game out of reach.”
With eight minutes to go in
regulation, the Broncos ran a set

piece formation on a throw-in.
The throw by Bronco defenseman Mykell Bates was headed
in front of the net by defenseman
Ross Smith. Stephen McCarthy
then headed Smith’s pass right
over the extended hand of Spartan goalkeeper Lewis Sweeney
and into the net to tie the
score at 1-1.
“We need to get better on
set pieces,” said Gavin Wenyon.
“Every goal we have allowed this
year has been off of a set piece. If
we get down the set pieces, we
will be a little bit better.”
With five minutes to go in
regulation, the Spartans created
a chance when Karr corralled the
ball, shook two Santa Clara defenders and passed the ball to an
open Burgos. Burgos’ shot from

MIKE ANDERSON/ Spartan Daily

inside the penalty box went just
wide. Earlier in the second half,
Burgos’ corner kick found midfielder Hiroki Akiyama wide open
in the middle of the box, but he
could not get much leg on the ball,
letting the opportunity slip by.
“We had a lot of chances to
score,” Burgos said. “I tried to
put the ball between the defenders and the goalkeeper, and it was
right there for the guys to score
and unfortunately, we weren’t
able to make them. Hopefully,
next time we’ll put them in.”
Overall, St. Clair said the team
would accept the game’s result.
“I’m disappointed we didn’t
win,” St. Clair said. “I think in the
second half, we played incredibly
well. We wanted a win, but we’ll
take the tie.”

classic road bike is perfect for
converting to a fixed-gear bike.
“They have horizontal dropouts (the place where the rear
wheel attaches to the frame)
and all you need is a fixedgear wheel set. They usually
cost between $100 and 150,”
Cosio said.
Cosio said SJFixed had been
in existence for two-and-a-half
years and currently has over
230 members with no hierarchy. SJFixed members log on
to their web site to get updated
information on rides and club
activities.
“People just come on the
forum, introduce themselves
and they are welcomed,” Cosio
said. “SJFixed has really grown
because on a lot of other fixed
gear forums, there is an elitist
attitude. Everyone on SJFixed is

he added. “Including breaks, it
should take about five hours.
We include time for flat tires
and we stop at University Avenue in Palo Alto for lunch.”
Matthew Montoya, a senior
at Oak Grove High School in
San Jose, rides with SJFixed
every week and is considering
attending SJSU.
“I have a friend who had a
fixed-gear bike,” he said. “I tried
it out and really liked it. I saved
my money, bought a bike and
have been riding ever since.”
Montoya, who grew up
skateboarding, said, ”I’m a skater at heart and picked up riding
as a hobby. In skating, there is
a lot of hating on other people, but in riding everyone is
really friendly.
“You can talk about bikes
and make lots of friends.”

Sports
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SJSU seeks first win against Hawaii since 2000 season

DEREK SIJDER / Spartan Daily
Pablo Garcia (practice jersey No. 89) rushes at Robbie Reed during practice on Wednesday.
MATTHEW KIMEL
Staff Writer

The SJSU football team will fly
to Hawaii this weekend in hopes
of ending a seven-game losing
streak against the Warriors.
The Spartans (2-2) and the
Warriors (2-1) have met 31
times, with the series tied at 1515-1.
Hawaii will be putting numerous streaks on the line in this
week’s game.
The team has won 15 consecutive Western Athletic Conference regular season games,
nine straight games at home and
has not lost back-to-back games
since 2005.

The Warriors have, however,
lost 18 of 29 WAC openers since
1979. Last year, Hawaii, led by
Colt Brennan and coach June
Jones’ passing assault, beat SJSU
at Spartan Stadium in a rainy,
overtime game.
Even though Brennan and
Jones are no longer around, SJSU
head coach Dick Tomey said Hawaii’s team is just as strong as it
was the last seven times SJSU has
faced them.
“I don’t think you should
be deceived by their losses or
the width of their margin,” said
Tomey, who has never beaten
the Warriors as coach of the
Spartans. Hawaii’s losses came in

its opener at No. 5 Florida, by 46
points, and at Oregon State, by
38 points. Hawaii’s sole win was
its lone home game versus Football Championship Subdivision
(formerly Division I-AA) Weber State on Sept. 6. Last week,
Hawaii had a bye.
“They have everything going
for them,” Tomey said. “The thing
we have going for us is our players and our belief that we can be
a good team. And our determination to try to make that happen.”
The Spartans have lost
five games in a row on the
road, most recently last week
at Stanford. Tomey said a trip to
Hawaii is extremely difficult for a

team to make. It’s actually harder,
though, on the team in its game
a week after the trip, he added.
Last week, Spartan quarterback Kyle Reed, who leads all
quarterbacks in the Football
Bowl Subdivision (formerly Division I-A) for highest completion percentage, was sacked eight
times by the Cardinal defense.
Tomey said SJSU’s pass protection broke down. “We were
really disappointed we let the
game go at the end,” he said.
Tomey said there was a big experience gap between the Spartans and the Cardinal.
“We’ve got all true sophomores,” Tomey said when asked
if any adjustments will be made
to the offensive line this week
against Hawaii. “We don’t really
have many options.”
Tomey said that Stanford’s
defensive line is the same one
that played, and beat, Southern
California last year.
“Stanford’s defensive front is
five-year seniors,” he said.
Looking back at the non-conference games, Tomey said he is
disappointed that the Spartans
aren’t 4-0, because they had a
chance to be.
“We didn’t finish the game,”
senior tight end Brian Elledge
said about the Spartans losses at
Nebraska and Stanford. “We’ve
just got to finish.”
Asked what the Spartans’
chances are of making a bowl
game this year, with several
other competitive teams in the
WAC, Tomey said, “We are really just trying to win this week.
I think you can’t look at the
big picture; you have to take a
narrow view and win this week.
If you can do that, you worry
about next week.”
Tomey added, “Our first
goal is to win the conference
championship.”

DEREK SIJDER/ Spartan Daily
Spartan senior cornerback Christopher Owens (No. 29)
defends a pass intended for freshman running back Brandon
Rutley (No. 15) during a practice drill on Wednesday morning.
The Spartans play the Hawaii Warriors this weekend, a team
the Spartans have not beaten since 2000.

BLOG

Follow the Spartan Daily

NEWS BLOG and
SPORTS BLOG

spartandailynews.wordpress.com or

Go to spartandailysports.wordpress.com
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Informed voters are best, Perfect music isn’t as good
but everyone should vote as the old, imperfect music
SARAH
KYO

SUBTLY
OBVIOUS
While other people spent their summer hitting the beach, I spent part of
mine hitting the books.
I needed to take a lower division political science class — American government — in order to complete my
general education requirement, which
I had mistakenly thought was already a
done deal.
For six weeks, I attended an equivalent class at my former community college with different types of people, from
overachieving high school students who
were getting a head start on their college
careers to at least a few people who were
probably more than double the age of
those teenagers.
I went into the class not expecting
much — I mean, didn’t I learn about
the Constitution back in high school?
By the end of the six weeks, though,
I walked away with something more.
Something that I really appreciated
about the class and the professor was
how the information was presented: The
professor tried to keep her own personal
opinions out of it.
When presenting different political ideologies and theories, she didn’t
say which was “right” and which was
“wrong.” Instead, she left it open for the
students to decide on their own.
One such set of political theories had
to do with perceptions of the American
people as decision makers, whether they
could be trusted and be capable of making such key, important choices.
Newsweek published an article on
its Web site a couple of weeks ago called
“In Search of Rational Voters.” Under that headline were the words, “Do
such creatures exist? How can we mint
more of them?”
The article mentioned that many political candidates and journalists often try
to avoid questioning the intelligence of

voters and blaming them for any shortcomings in the system.
Some may find flaws with the American government system, but is it possible
to blame the voters — the people — for
making those messes?
President Abraham Lincoln, in his
Gettysburg Address, once described
the significance of a “government of the
people, by the people, for the people.” If
one cannot have some faith in the voters,
then it defeats the purpose of the type of
government system that we have.
While it may not be possible to clone
a bunch of “rational voters,” whatever that
means, it is possible to get more people
to register to vote.
For instance, students had an opportunity to register to vote during an oncampus rally on Tuesday. According to a
Spartan Daily article, 130 people either
registered to vote or re-registered during
the event.
Even better, it would be ideal for voters to then be informed about the issues,
whether it’s taking a class that gives civics
lessons or being aware of what’s happening in the news.
Even though I hadn’t planned on taking that political science class, it was great
timing in the midst of this election cycle.
Thanks to the major research paper for
that class, I learned more about campaign
finance laws than I ever cared to know.
My sister, who also took that class, has
the image of Libertarian candidate Bob
Barr etched into her mind — and learned
about the role of third parties.
Whether you’ve agreed or disagreed
with the outcomes of elections in recent
years and no matter which segment of the
political spectrum you belong to, it would
be difficult to say that one cannot trust
the voters to make the “right” choice for
themselves in a system where the people
make those decisions either directly or indirectly through their representatives.
This November, you be the judge.

JON
XAVIER

“Paint it Black” by the Rolling
Stones is a hell of a song.
It opens with a slow, plaintive
organ riff, whining into silence as
the drums suddenly hit: a driving,
primal thump like the beating of an
angry heart.
The guitar comes in, a sinuous, eerie melody winding its way between
the crashing of the cymbals and the
chaos of the drums.
Mick Jagger’s voice as he sings
the opening lines is both calm and
menacing, picking the maximum
amount of subtext out of the song’s
abstract lyrics, building in intensity
as it launches into the chorus. The
guitar swells, Jagger’s voice crows
defiantly, and all along the drums
keep up that same maddening
rhythm. It’s exhilarating. It’s unique.
It’s the kind of sound the world could
end, or begin, upon.
It’s also the kind of song that’d
never make its way out of a modern
production studio intact.
The drums are too tinny and the
cymbals aren’t full enough. The levels
on the guitar need to be equalized:
Sometimes it is dominated by the
drums, sometimes it doesn’t match
perfectly with the vocals.
Worst of all, Jagger isn’t always

perfectly on key. A modern studio
could use auto-tuning, a process that
takes an audio sample and digitally
pulls everything back into key, to even
that out. His voice would be perfect.
Perfectly tuned. Perfectly toned.
Perfectly bland. Just like everyone else’s.

It does seem that
modern music has
lost something in the
quest for perfection.
One need only witness
the house band pick its
tentative way through
a neutered rendition of
a classic rock song on
American Idol to see it.
Now, before I get much further
into what might come off as a “durn
kids and their music” style rant, it
bares mentioning that I am by no
means a curmudgeon.
At 24, I am fully capable of checking my e-mail without the assistance
of my grandchildren. I wear my pants
at normal waist level, rather than up
around my nipples. I do not remember a time when things cost a nickel.
And maybe I’m wrong. Maybe
this is just the first step in a process
that’ll lead to me turning the hose on

“Subtly Obvious” appears every
Thursday. Sarah Kyo is a Spartan
Daily copy editor.

UNDERCOVER
SHOPPERS

Earn up to $70 per day. Undercover
Shoppers needed to judge retail
and dining establishments. EXP.
Not RE. CALL 800-722-4791

LOS GATOS SWIM & RACQUET
CLUB is currently accepting applications for the front desk. Applicants are to be outgoing, able to
multi-task and have great customer
service skills. Part-time AM shifts
are available Tues, Thurs, & Friday 5am-1pm. Must be a morning
person. For more info email chris@
lgsrc.com or call (408) 356-2136.
EARN EXTRA MONEY
Students needed ASAP
Earn up to $150 per day being a
mystery shopper
No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791

DAYCARE TEACHERS AND AIDES

Action Day Primary Plus seeking Infant, Toddler, and Preschool
Teachers and Aides. F/ T and P/
T positions available. Substitute
positions are also available that
offer ﬂexible hours. ECE units are
required for teacher positions but
not req. for Aide and Day Care positions. Excellent opportunity for
Child Development majors. Please
call Shawna for an interview at 2476972 or fax resume to 248-7350.

SPERM DONORS NEEDED Earn
up to $1200/month. California
Cryobank is seeking healthy males
for its sperm donor program. Apply
online at www.spermbank.com

SURVEY TAKERS NEEDED:
Make $5-$25 per survey. Do it in
your spare time. www. GetPaidToThink.com

AFTER
SCHOOL
TEACHERS

K-8th private school seeks responsible individuals for extended daycare, P/ T in the afternoon (2:30-6pm M-F). No ECE units required.
Previous experience with children
a must. Please call 248-2464.
(408)244-1968 (408)244-1968

STUDENT WORK-GREAT PAY IF
YOU CAN CUT IT
*PART-TIME OPENINGS
*$17.70 BASE-appt.
Vector, the compay for students,
has part-time openings available
for customer sales/ service. The
positions offer numerous unique
beneﬁts for students:
*HIGH STARTING PAY
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES
*Internships possible
*All majors may apply
*Scholarships awarded annually
*Some conditions apply
*No experience needed
*Training provided
Earn income and gain experience!
Watch for us on-campus throughout
the semester, or CALL 866-1100
9am-5pm. www.workforstudents.
com/ sjsu
CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION

Each line averages 25 spaces. Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.
The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces.
A minimum of three lines is required.
Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS: 1

2

3

4

RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE.
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID.
• NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
Classifieds may be placed online at www.thespartandaily.com under “Ad Info”
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount. Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.
STUDENT ID REQUIRED.
Rate applies to student’s individual ads only. Not intended for businesses and/or other persons.
Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com

Jon Xaver is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.

theSpartanDaily.com online poll:
Are you registered to vote
in the November elections?
Vote online.

Classiﬁeds
EMPLOYMENT

the neighborhood kids when they
play on my lawn.
But it does seem that modern music has lost something in the quest
for perfection. One need only witness the house band pick its tentative
way through a neutered rendition of
a classic rock song on American Idol
to see it.
We seem to be afraid to let our
musicians make mistakes. We seem
to want them to always be perfectly
on key, for the drumbeats to always
sound exactly the same and to always
sound at the same time. We want our
guitarists’ fingers to not make a noise
as they slide from fret to fret.
We seem to have forgotten that
these “flaws” are part of what makes
each song unique. In correcting every
little mistake, what we’re really doing
is refusing to let a song sound exactly
how it is.
I don’t know if the Rolling Stones
would have used auto-tuning on
“Paint it Black” if it had been available to them. After all, they recorded
it in 1966, when your options for
making a song sound better were
limited to recording it again and hoping you didn’t screw up as bad the
second time.
But I’d like to think they wouldn’t.
I’d like to think the song would survive in present form, flaws and all.

SERVICES
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair
PC Data Recovery Remove Virus Rental Trade Laptop & Parts
(408)469-5999

AFFORDABLE
HEALTH INSURANCE

If you’re 19-29 yrs old, rates can be
as low as $78 per month, depending on the plan you pick, where
you live, your age and your medical history. Low co-payments. Call
or email Maria Carmen for a FREE
QUOTE! (650)593-0888 mariacarmen.smith@gmail.com
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is
there any guarantee implied. The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist of
paid advertising and offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain
advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or
addresses for additional information. Classified readers should be reminded that, when
making these further contacts, they should require complete information before sending
money for goods or services. In addition, readers should carefully investigate all firms
offering employment listings or coupons for discount vacations or merchandise.
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China is losing some of its post-Olympic sheen The longest,
YA-AN
CHAN

A couple nights ago, I was sitting in
my room, staring at a blank Microsoft
Word document when my cell phone
ringtone broke the silence.
It was a long-distance call from my
dad in Taiwan, and his serious tone
was louder and faster than usual. I had
to keep a short distance between my
phone and my ear.
“Did you see the news about what
happened with the milk products in
China? Watch out for the milk they use
when making coffee, and don’t drink
too much of those instant milk tea you
bought over the summer.”
The source of my dad’s panic was
the recent outbreak of contaminated
milk products in China. Soon after
the Chinese government first found
melamine, an agricultural pesticide, in
baby formula, milk powder and liquid
milk produced by three of China’s
leading dairies, the recalls began.
Food and beverage manufacturer
King Car Food Industrial Co. in Taiwan,
a neighboring island next to China, recalled all of its Mr. Brown instant coffee
and milk tea containing contaminated
milk powder imported from China.
By Sept. 22, more than 53,000
infants were sick and hospitalized,
four infants died, at least 11 coun-

tries banned imports of Chinese milk
products and 22 dairy companies were
named by China’s Ministry of Health for
containing melamine in their products.
When I was listening to my dad,
I was thinking about something else
besides whether I would get kidney
stones by drinking the green milk tea
I just bought.
Remember a month ago, how China
was on top of the world with 51 Olympic gold medals? Now China is back
to reality.
Since the Olympic flame is out, the
smog is back, the deadly food scandal
is back and so is the alleged cover-up
by related individuals when something
bad happens.
According to state broadcaster
China Central Television, Sanlu Group
Co., the initial focus of the scandal and
one of China’s biggest dairy producers
headquartered near Beijing, received
complaints from consumers in December 2007, that its infant formula was
sickening babies.
The company then found its milk
powder to be contaminated with
melamine in June 2008, but didn’t do a
nationwide recall until Sept. 11.
Sanlu obliged only after state media
broke the news, and China's officials
blamed dairy companies for failing to
come forward about the problem.
No one knows for sure whether
China's desire for a perfect summer
Olympic Games contributed to the
company’s delayed recall, but it’s not
hard to assume. It may sound harsh, but

unfortunately, China being accused of
hiding problems isn’t something new
even though such action harms the
country’s image tremendously.
Here are just two of the examples.
In 2002, when the epidemic respiratory disease SARS first appeared
in China, the Chinese government
jailed the reporter who published a
story about a suspected SARS case in
Guangzhou, and didn’t admit to the
seriousness of the situation until one
month after the World Health Organization issued a global travel alert.

Remember a month
ago, how China was
on top of the world
with 51 Olympic gold
medals? Now China
is back to reality.
The five-month cover-up caused the
disease to spread widely in early 2003,
and infected at least 8,098 people in
26 countries, according to a 2005 New
York Times article.
In 2007, China allegedly engineered
the removal of segments of the World
Bank’s report on China’s pollution because the government worried that the
report's findings could lead to "social
instability," according to a 2007 Financial Times article. The report had
detailed disclosures of the number of

people who died prematurely because
of air and water pollution every year.
The label “Made in China" has become a warning sign since the outbreak of unsafe products were found
in the United States, Europe and Japan
in recent years.
The recent milk scandal escalated
the issue, and it’s quite an embarrassment to the country, since China has pledged to reform food safety
regulations after last year’s series of
food poisoning problems grabbed so
much international attention.
As part of the damage control, the
Communist Party arrested six people
who allegedly sold melamine and 12
milk suppliers who were accused of
selling contaminated milk, and fired
the company’s CEO, the mayor and
other officials.
The effort is unlikely to stop there,
simply because the stakes are too high.
China spent seven years and $42
billion on the Olympics to improve
the country’s international image and
couldn’t afford to let a chemical that
costs $30 per kilo wipe out the hardfought prize.
So much for the global debut as a
world power in the beautified Olympics. What comes afterward in the real
world is what counts.

Ya-an Chan is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.

Go do something or someone else will, for example ...
MARK
POWELL

BINGE
THINKING
Today might be the worst day of your
life. But that doesn’t matter, because it’s
still the most important day in history.
Don’t believe me? Well, however
mundane todays even could appear to
be, they will be linked to future moments and people we haven’t even
thought about yet.
And on this day, Sept. 25, 2008,
something historic is happening.
Sept. 25, not Nov. 4, is the most important day in the 2008 election season, for example. The moment a person
steps in the voting booth will be on the
heels of election coverage on Nov. 3,
which was on the heels of what the candidates said on Nov. 2, and so on.
So seeing that each day’s consequences affect the next day’s events and
decisions, with today as no exception,
even the little things are consequential.
Past Sept. 25s have been no different.
Did you know that on this day in
1789, Congress presented a little thing
called the Bill of Rights to the states
for ratification?
I wonder how Nobel Prize-winning
novelist and, I’ll assume First Amend-

ment-supporter, William Faulkner
would have celebrated the anniversary
of such an occasion — had he lived to
celebrate his 111th birthday today.
On this day in 1981, Sandra Day
O’Connor was sworn in as the first female justice of the U.S. Supreme Court,
catapulting herself headfirst though
one of the most-unreachable glass ceiling in the land.
And today it’s world famous broadcast journalist Barbara Walters’ 77th
birthday, accompanying O’Connor
with the message that women aren’t
forced solely to be physically attractive
to receive recognition in society.
That said, it’s also four-time Sports
Illustrated Swimsuit Edition cover girl
Cheryl Tiegs’ birthday, too.
And we’re also celebrating technological anniversaries today.
NASA launched Mars Observer on
this day in 1992, though the agency lost
communication with the probe a little
less than a year later.
Speaking of science, today is also the
birthday of science-fiction/fantasy icons
Mark Hamill (Luke Skywalker from
“Star Wars”) and Christopher Reeve
(Superman from, uh, “Superman”).
Sept. 25, is a day to celebrate historical scientific achievements, but also sociological anomalies.
Geneticist and biologist Thomas Hunt
Morgan was born on this day in 1866.

I mention this because also celebrating birthdays on this day are actors
Michael Douglas, 64, and Catherine
Zeta-Jones, 39 — who continue to defy
all genetic and biological sanity by not
only being married despite their 25year age gap, but by also sharing the
same birthday.
A little over a year after Douglas
won an Academy Award for his role in
the film “Wall Street,” Americans were
treated to another great performance,
this time in the political realm.
In 1988, on this day, presidential
candidates Republican George H.W.
Bush and Democratic opponent Michael Dukakis squared off in the first
of two on-air debates. Bush went on to
win the election while actor Will Smith,
who was celebrating his 20th birthday
at the time of the debate, may or may
not have been watching.
Had he been more involved, the
seeds of the Bush legacy may have never
been planted. I’m sure the Fresh Prince
had a good birthday though.
Major League Baseball, currently
mired in pennant races, should also
take time to celebrate Sept. 25 moments from the past.
On this day in 1965, 59-year-old
pitcher Satchel Paige became the oldest
person to play in an MLB game, throwing three scoreless innings against the
Kansas City Athletics.

On this day in 1965, yes, the Athletics
played in Kansas City.
Literature is also to be celebrated, as
nursery rhymes and naughty lines have
a stake in Sept. 25.
Children’s author and illustrator
Shel Silverstein was born on this day,
and eventually wrote a hip version of
Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” for far-from-Grated Playboy Magazine in 1998.
Silverstein died a year later, though
it’s not certain whether his involvement
with Playboy ushered in his demise.
Fitting that he shares a birthday with
sultry, busty, blonde actress Heather
Locklear, though, don’t you think?
Sports, technology, science, literature and politics all have vital roots
planted in ordinary days — so don’t
be down if your Sept. 25 isn’t like your
Dec. 25.
Sometime on this day, somebody
will watch “Dead Poets Society,” and
hear Robin Williams say to his class,
“… seize the day, boys. Make your lives
extraordinary.”
If you don’t, rest assured someone
else will.

“Binge Thinking” appears every
other Thursday. Mark Powell is a
Spartan Daily sports editor.
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slowest line
on campus
MATTHEW
KIMEL

For some reason or another, the
longest line on the SJSU campus is
neither at the Financial Aid Office nor
the bookstore.
It isn’t to meet new SJSU President
Jon Whitmore.
And it certainly isn’t outside of Spartan Stadium to get into football games.
This infamous line I’m speaking of
has grown longer than the famous line at
La Victoria’s just across from school.
Every day around lunch and dinner
time, hordes of hungry, fiendish students line up single filed, around metal
barred rails, with the intention of getting
fast food at Burger King. Students, however, quickly realize that it takes almost
as long to get over the Bay Bridge on a
heavy traffic day as it does to get through
this line.
Recently, rope-hooked extensions
have been added to help keep students
who don’t fit inside the multiple rows of
barred lines organized while waiting to
get their fix.
But come on, when you have to wait
nearly half an hour to get a low-grade,
flame-broiled burger, you have to start to
question the idea that this is fast food.
Although Burger King may be the
cheapest food on campus, it certainly is
not worth the time waiting in line.
There are plenty of better ways for
students to manage their time rather
than waste it in a whopping line.
In the time it would take one person to wait in this line every weekday
for lunch, he or she could be finishing
last night’s homework, read a book or
run 15 miles around the track at Bud
Winter Field.
Although I have not yet tried, I am
convinced that I could run home, just
a few blocks away from campus, barbecue my own burger, which others have
claimed to be better than theirs, take my
time to eat it and run back to campus
all before I would ever get my food at
Burger King.
The saddest thing about this situation is that the on-campus alternatives with quicker lines also don’t serve
great food.
There are only so many times one
can eat a slice of pizza that doesn’t have
much more flavor than a piece of cardboard with string cheese slices spread on
top it. The “gourmet cuisine” at the cafeteria is not much better either, and the
so-called “sandwich artist” sure doesn’t
make many decent sandwiches.
So anyways, rather than continue
ranting on my hate toward the food situation here at SJSU, I have a proposal to
end the servitude that is waiting in line
at the home of the whopping line.
First off, they could try opening that
third register that is always closed.
Considering that the Burger King
Corporation, the second largest hamburger chain in the world, claims that
their growth plans are “as hot and juicy
as (their) flame-broiled burgers,” maybe
they should take a Starbucks approach
to their restaurant placement on campus
at SJSU.
If there were a Burger King on every
corner of the school, there would never
be lines that took days and ages to get
through, and Burger King would once
again be fast food.
Matthew Kimel is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.

QUOTE OF THE DAY
“I believe we have reached
the stage where it is time for
civil disobedience to prevent
the construction of new coal
plants that do not have carbon
capture and sequestration.”

AL GORE
Former vice president said
Wednesday at the Clinton Global
Initiative meeting in New York.
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500-year-old future, as sketched by da Vinci
PETER HIRONAKA
Staff Writer

“I have been impressed with
the urgency of doing. Knowing
is not enough; we must apply.
Being willing is not enough; we
must do.”
The words of the “Renaissance man” himself, Leonardo da
Vinci, were an honest reflection
of his work displayed at the San
Jose Tech Museum of Innovation
on Sept. 15, as roughly 100 SJSU
alumni were treated to a sneak
peek of his exhibit, Leonardo: 500
Years into the Future.
Paolo Montagnani, an engineer from the Opera Laboratori
Fiorentini, said this is the first
time in history more than 200
models of da Vinci’s creations are
displayed in one exhibition at the
same time.
“Different sections in the exhibition have been in different
countries,” said Montagani. “All
together it’s the first time ever.”
The main reason why this ex-

hibit has come to San Jose is that
Florence, Italy, is the sister county
to Santa Clara County, according
to David Whitman, San Jose Tech
Museum Project Manager.
The exhibit’s designers and engineers come from Opera Laboratori Fiorentini in Florence.
The idea for this exhibit came
up when the former Tech Museum
director visited the Province of
Florence seven years ago on a cultural trip, according to Whitman.
The new Tech Museum director,
Peter Freiss, made the connections with his colleagues in Italy.
“From there, we were able to
follow through and have this extraordinary exhibition come to
San Jose,” Whitman said.
Whitman gave the SJSU alumni special tours of the completed
works on display.
The tour winded inside and
outside of the museum. The
exhibit displays sculptures, machines, drawings and mechanisms modeled after designs

from the Renaissance era.
Richard Bartels, an SJSU alumnus, is looking forward to the
grand opening.
“Initially I was a little disappointed, but then we got to the
models,” Bartels said.
His wife and SJSU alumna Jill
Bartels was impressed with the
work being done. “It was interesting seeing the behind the scenes
of what goes into putting together
an exhibit.”
When the exhibit is ready, the
walls will be filled with drawings
da Vinci made of his work, Whitman said.
One of his many inventions
is a model of a flying machine.
Montagnani said da Vinci did not
have the proper funding at that
time to build the flying machine.
More than 500 years later, the
engineers used those drawings to
build the flying machine in the
Tech Museum.
The exhibit also features the
works of other engineers who

influenced da Vinci’s work. A
model of Filippo Brunelleschi’s
dome of Santa Maria del Fiore was
on display.
“It was one of the greatest
architectural achievements ever,”
Whitman said.
Although the dome was not
completed by da Vinci, he did
build machinery to lift the heavy
materials on the top of the dome.
Alejandro Garcia, an SJSU
physics professor, spoke to
the crowd about da Vinci’s accomplishments in the realm
of science.
“What he discovered were the
geometric principles. Let’s say that
things look smaller as they get far
away,” he said.
Garcia went on to explain how
da Vinci defined the Perspective
of Color.
“Today, we call that atmospheric perspective,” he said.
“Objects in the distance tend
to have an unsaturated, bluish
color due to the atmospheric

MIKE ANDERSON/ Spartan Daily
SJSU alumni walk past Leonardo da Vinci’s “Sforza Horse” in
front of the Tech Museum of Innovation during an early tour of
“Leonardo: 500 Years into the Future” on Sept. 15.
scattering of blue light.”
Da Vinci was the first person to
have the correct interpretation of
why the sky is blue, Garcia said.
Whitman said he was optimistic about the exhibit’s attendance.

“We’re hoping to have 200,000
or more people come in our 99day exhibit,” he said.
The exhibit is scheduled to
open to the public on Saturday and
is expected to run until Jan. 4th.

MOVIE REVIEW

Keep an ‘eye’ on D.J. Caruso’s tech-thriller
SELMA SKOKIC

Staff Writer

Courtesy of DreamWorks Pictures
Michelle Monaghan and Shia LaBeouf in “Eagle Eye.”

“Grab a large popcorn and a
soda!” Obey my command and
you will regret leaving your seat to
go to the concession stand to get
your snacks.
“Follow instructions and you
survive; disobey and you will die”
is the motto of D.J. Caruso’s newest movie “Eagle Eye”.
You do not want to miss a minute
of this action-packed movie that will
keep you guessing till the end.
Two complete strangers, played
by actor Shia LaBeouf and actress
Michelle Monaghan, are united
by a single phone call that dictates

their fate throughout the movie.
Does that ring a bell? Remember the 2002 movie “Phone
Booth”?
“Eagle Eye” has the same concept, but it has twice the action and
a more attractive cast.
The characters are supposed to
do one thing and that is to follow
the command of a complete stranger or their lives and the lives of their
families are at risk.
I am not a big fan of action
movies, but I enjoyed this one
very much.
It just makes you think what
would you do to keep your loved
ones safe.

Would you put other people’s
lives on the line to save one or
would you risk one life to save
more lives?
This movie also brings up another important issue, which is our
dependence on technology. We depend on technology so much, and
for the most part, we trust it.
However, what if our reliance
on it made us immune to its faults
to a point that it is able to turn
against us?
What if it is able to do more
harm than good? I would give “Eagle Eye” an “A” for the idea behind
the movie and the special effects.
There is one particular scene

in the movie that I liked, where
the Eagle Eye computer program
activates an airplane and sends
it on a car chase through the city
creating havoc.
However, it was a little bit hard
to keep track of the plot due to the
fast pace of the movie.
Between the shootings and
car chases, the movie became
a blur.
Although “Eagle Eye” has some
imperfections it is a must see film
that will keep you on your toes
through its entirety.
Next time your cell phone
rings, think twice before you
pick it up.

